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Preparing metadata for XML exports 
Guidelines for EFG content providers  

 
Francesca Schulze, Franca Debole (Jan 10) 

 
These guidelines shall help content providers to prepare their metadata for the ingestion into the EFG prototype, i.e. to clarify what metadata 

should be provided in their local XML exports. Regarding the underlying databases´ different structures and scopes these guidelines shall not give 

a complete overview of all possible elements that can be delivered to the EFG service. The focus of this document is to explain what metadata 

elements are highly relevant for being displayed in the EFG web portal. If you are interested in how XML exports have to be established technically 

please read the document “EFG Ingestion Service V1.0” (chapter: Ingestion of content into EFG – XML Export Guidelines) which is provided on 

the guidelines & standard section of the project website.  

 
 
1 Preliminary remarks 
 
 

1. Please provide as many of your original source elements in your export as possible that can be mapped to an EFG element. A complete list 

of all metadata elements is given in the guidelines & standards section of the members website in form of a textual description as well as a 

tabular overview of the EFG metadata schema. 

2. If it is difficult for you to decide whether an element is relevant for being transferred to EFG please think how to meet the users´ 

expectations best. In these guidelines you find lists of recommended elements together with examples. 

3. It is mandatory to include the link to the digital file for  each object metadata record (EFG element: Item.isShownBy). Other link types are 

highly recommended to contribute if they occur in your web site(s). These are:  

· link to the digital object embedded in its full information context on your web site (EFG element: Item.isShownBy),  

· link to link to the full information of a film work (EFG element: AVCreation.ViewFilmography). This link can mostly be delivered from 

content providers maintaining filmographic databases. 

· link to full biographic information of a person (EFG element: Agent.Person.ViewBiography). This link can mostly be delivered from 

content providers maintaining filmographic databases. 
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Examples for each link type are provided in these guidelines. In case of videos and sound files the IsShownBy and IsShownAt can be 

identical. Please make sure that all links you are going to provide are persistent and do not change. If links change please inform the 

project co-ordinator directly. 

4. In case you are managing authority files (i.e. person records, film work records, event records, corporate body records, group records) 

separately in your database(s) please provide the authority data XML exports authority data in addition to the object metadata. Object 

metadata in EFG can either be audiovisual (AVManifestation) or non-audiovisual (NonAVManifestation). Each object can be related to a 

Film Work, an Agent (i.e. person, corporate body, group) or an Event (e.g. censorship document). Connections between the different 

records shall then be established by using local identifiers. Further information to this is given in chapter 8 Source Identifiers.  

5. If you manage authority files only partially e.g. on important persons, please establish two kinds of XML exports: one where person 

metadata are embedded in the object export and one separate export with the person authority data. 

6. In case your database does not distinguish between film works (AVCreation) and film copies (AVManifestation) both kinds of data shall be 

provided in one XML export.  

7. Please provide at least one title for each audiovisual creation or audiovisual manifestation even if this is not the original one.  

8. If you deliver only object metadata records please make sure that they contain a title and/or a description. 

9. Person exports shall contain all name types (e.g. preferred name, spelling variant) and activity types (e.g. director, actor, writer) that occur 

in your database(s). 

10. In case you can deliver a collection to which a certain item of your archive belongs to please include the information in the XML export(s). 

11. Please note that all metadata examples presented in this document are structured as in the future EFG database. You do not have to 

provide for this structure in your XML export(s). 

12. Please provide all tags of your XML exports in English language. 
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2 Persons [Entity: Person] 
 
Information on persons will be displayed in the left column of the search result page, person page and detailed page. The data displayed on the 

person page will be the result from consolidating several person records from the content providers into common authority files. For an example 

how these person authority data will appear in the EFG web portal please see Wireframe 1. 

 

Displayed Data  EFG XML Example  

Person name <person> <name> Peter Lorre </name></person> OR 
<person> <name part=”surname”>Lorre </name><name part=”firstname”> Peter</name></person> 

Function <person> <typeOfActivity> Director </ typeOfActivity></person> AND 
<person> <typeOfActivity> Actor </ typeOfActivity></person> 

Biographical data <person> <date type=” dateOfBirth”> 1904/06/26 </date></person> 

 <person> <date type=” dateOfDeath”> 1964/03/23 </date></person> 

 <person> <place type=” placeOfBirth”> Rószahegy, Austria-Hungary </ place></person> 

 <person> <place type=” placeOfDeath”> Hollywood, California </ place></person> 

Link to Biography <person><viewbiography> 
http://www.filmportal.de/df/38/Uebersicht,,,,,,,,EF7842CBD8F3335BE03053D50B374843,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.html  
</person> </viewbiography> 

 
 
3 Film Works [Entity: AVCreation] 
 
Information on film works will be displayed in the left column of search result page, film page and detailed page. The data displayed on the film 

page will be the result from consolidating several film records from the content providers into common authority files. For an example how the data 

listed in the table hereunder will appear in the EFG web portal please see Wireframe 2. 

 

Displayed Data  EFG XML Example  

Title <avcreation> <title> <text>M</text> <titlerelationship>original title</ titlerelationship ></ title></avcreation > 

Title Language <avcreation> <title><language>de</language> <titlerelationship>original title</ titlerelationship ></ 
title></avcreation > 
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Genre <avcreation> <keywords type=”genre”> <term> feature film </term></keywords> </avcreation > 

Country <avcreation> <countryofreference> Germany </ countryofreference> </avcreation> 

Year <avcreation> <productionyear> 1931/00/00 </ productionyear > </avcreation> 

Director <avcreation> <relagent  type=”director”> Fritz Lang </relagent></avcreation> 

Other Titles <avcreation> <title> <text> M - A Town Is Looking For A Murderer </text>  
<titlerelationship>distribution title</ titlerelationship ></ title></avcreation> 

Link to Filmography <avcreation><viewfilmography> 
http://www.filmportal.de/df/f2/Uebersicht,,,,,,,,EA43D4A7669A5006E03053D50B37753D,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.html 
</avcreation></viewfilmography> 

 
 
 
4 Image   [Entities: NonAVCreation, NonAVManifestat ion] 
 
All metadata describing the actual objects are displayed on the detail result page. For an example how image data will be presented in the EFG 

web portal please see Wireframe 3. The displayed metadata can differ depending on the respective document type (e.g. poster, film still, photo 

etc.).  

 

Displayed Data EFG XML Example 

Thumbnail of the item  
(i.e. link to the image in its 
best resolution on the content 
providers web space) 
Example: Wireframe 5: Object 
as viewed via the 
Item.ShownBy link 

<nonavcreation><nonavmanifestation><item> <isshownby> 
http://www.filmportal.de/public/pics/IEPics/c5/B6F227EE09CB47B0A7830453CC546234_m.jpg </isshownby> 
</item><nonavmanifestation> 
</nonavcreation> 

Link to the item embedded in 
its full informational context on 
the content provider’s website. 
Example: Wireframe 6: Object 
as viewed via the 
Item.ShownAt link 

<nonavcreation><nonavmanifestation><item> <isshownat> 
http://www.filmportal.de/df/38/Artikel,,,,,,,,0F9643BFB7215B58E04053D50B375651,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.html 
</isshownat> 
</item><nonavmanifestation> 
</nonavcreation> 
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Title <nonavcreation> <title><text> Peter Lorre in the movie ”M”</text><titlerelationship>unspecified</ titlerelationship 
></ title></nonavcreation> 

Creator (of the image) <nonavcreation> <relagent  type=”creator”> Horst von Harbou</relagent></nonavcreation> 

Year <nonavcreation> <datecreated>1931/00/00</datecreated></nonavcreation> 

Description <nonavcreation> <description lang=”eng”>Film still showing Peter Lorre in a scene from Fritz Lang’s 
“M”</description></nonavcreation> 

Keywords <nonavcreation> <keywords lang=”eng”><term>child</term> <term>crime</term><term>murder</term> 
</keywords></nonavcreation> 

Collection (i.e. a special 
collection the object belongs to 
in your institution) 

<nonavcreation> <collection><title >Fritz Lang Collection</title><collection></nonavcreation> 

Provider <nonavcreation> <nonavmanifestation><item><provider>Deutsches Filminstitut - DIF</provider></item> 
</nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

Rights <nonavcreation> <nonavmanifestation><rightsholder>Murnau Foundation</rightsholder> 
</nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

Related Person(s) (lists those 
persons, which have a 
connection to the object and of 
which also other material is 
available in EFG) 

<nonavcreation> <relagent  type=”director”>Fritz Lang</relagent></nonavcreation> OR 
<nonavcreation> <nonavmanifestation><relagent  type=”director”>Fritz 
Lang</relagent></nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

Related Films <nonavcreation> <relavcreation>M – A town is looking for a murderer</relavcreation></nonavcreation> 

Original Format <nonavcreation> 
<nonavmanifestation><physicalformat>3:4</physicalformat></nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 
<nonavcreation> OR 
<nonavmanifestation><digitalformat>image/jpg</digitalformat></nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

Document type <nonavcreation> <nonavmanifestation><specifictype>film 
still</specifictype></nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 
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5 Text   [Entities: NonAVCreation, NonAVManifestati on] 
 
All metadata describing the actual objects will appear in the detail result page. The displayed metadata elements can differ depending on the 

respective document type (e.g. book, letter, censorship document). The example below illustrates how a text document can be represented in the 

EFG database. 

 

Displayed Data EFG XML Example 

Thumbnail of the item  
(i.e. link to the image in its 
best resolution on the content 
providers web space) 
Example: Wireframe 5: Object 
as viewed via the 
Item.ShownBy link 

<nonavcreation><nonavmanifestation><item> <isshownby> 
http://www.filmportal.de/public/pics/IEPics/6b/389245A20BC64CA487D73A1647FCA257_F011563_ABA_002_DS_001.p
df</isshownby> 
</item><nonavmanifestation> 
</nonavcreation> 

Link to the item embedded in 
its full informational context 
on the content provider’s 
website. 
Example: Wireframe 6: Object 
as viewed via the 
Item.ShownAt link 

<nonavcreation><nonavmanifestation><item> <isshownat> 
http://www.filmportal.de/df/dc/Artikel,,,,,,,,6FD9E08ABAD75D62E040007F01001614,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.html</isshownat> 
</item><nonavmanifestation> 
</nonavcreation> 

Title <nonavcreation> <title> <text>Disposition plan</text><titlerelationship>unspecified</ titlerelationship ></ 
title></nonavcreation> 

Creator (of the text) <nonavcreation> <relagent  type=”production company”>CCC Film</relagent></nonavcreation> 

Year <nonavcreation> <datecreated>1947/00/00</datecreated></nonavcreation> 

Other Titles <nonavcreation> <title> <text> none</text><titlerelationship>unspecified</ titlerelationship ></ title></nonavcreation> 

Document type <nonavcreation> <nonavmanifestation><specifictype>Production material</specifictype> 
</nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

Description <nonavcreation> <description lang=”eng”>Disposition plan of the film “Morituri” giving a rough overview over the 
production’s time table.</description></nonavcreation> 
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Keywords <nonavcreation> <keywords lang=”eng”><term>Shooting</term> <term>Studio</term><term>Artur Brauner</term> 
</keywords></nonavcreation> 

Collection <nonavcreation> <collection><title >Artur Brauner Archive</title><collection></nonavcreation>  

Provider <nonavcreation> <nonavmanifestation><item><provider> DIF</provider></item></nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

Rights <nonavcreation> <nonavmanifestation><rightsholder>CCC Film</rightsholder></nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

Related Person(s) (lists those 
persons, which have a 
connection to the object and 
of which also other material is 
available in EFG) 

<nonavcreation> <relagent  type=”actress”> Lotte Koch </relagent></nonavcreation> OR 
<nonavcreation> <nonavmanifestation><relagent  type=”actress”> Lotte Koch 
</relagent></nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

Related Film(s) <nonavcreation> <relavcreation>Morituri</relavcreation></nonavcreation> 

Original Format <nonavcreation> <nonavmanifestation><physicalformat>DIN A 4 
</physicalformat></nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 
<nonavcreation> OR 
<nonavmanifestation><digitalformat>text/pdf</digitalformat></nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation>+ 
NonAVManifestation.Digital.Format (Born digital) 

Language <nonavcreation> <nonavmanifestation><language>de</language></nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

 
For censorship documents the following data will be displayed in addition to the above listed: 
 

Document type <nonavcreation> <nonavmanifestation><specifictype>censorship document</specifictype> 
</nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

Type of Decision Event <nonavcreation> <nonavmanifestation><decisionevent><type>censorship decision 
</decisionevent></type></nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

Date  <nonavcreation><nonavmanifestation><decisionevent><date>1935-12-06</date></decisionevent> 
</nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

Regional Scope  <nonavcreation><nonavmanifestation><decisionevent><regionalscope> Vienna</ 
regionalscope></decisionevent> </nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

Agency <nonavcreation><nonavmanifestation><decisionevent><regionalscope>Bezirksverwaltungsbehörde Wien, 
Besonderes Stadtamt II</ regionalscope></decisionevent> </nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 
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Certificate Number <nonavcreation><nonavmanifestation><decisionevent><certificatenumber>638/35 
</certificatenumber></decisionevent> </nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

Verdict <nonavcreation><nonavmanifestation><decisionevent><verdict>Screening allowed</verdict></decisionevent> 
</nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

  
 

6 Video [Entities: AVCreation, AVManifestation] 
 
Metadata on audiovisual objects are displayed on the detailed result page. For an example how these data will appear in the web portal please see 
Wireframe 4. 
 

Displayed Data  EFG XML Example  

Thumbnail of the item  
(i.e. link to the image in its 
best resolution on the content 
providers web space) 
Example: Wireframe 5: Object 
as viewed via the 
Item.ShownBy link 

<avcreation><avmanifestation><item><isshownby> 
http://dnfx.dfi.dk/pls/dnf/pwt.page_setup?p_pagename=dnffuldvis&p_parmlist=filmid=31277</isshownby></item> 
</avmanifestation></avcreation> 

Link to the item embedded in 
its full informational context on 
the content provider’s website. 
Example: Wireframe 6: Object 
as viewed via the 
Item.ShownAt link 

<avcreation><avmanifestation><item><isshownat> 
http://dnfx.dfi.dk/pls/dnf/pwt.page_setup?p_pagename=dnffuldvis&p_parmlist=filmid=31277</isshownat></item> 
</avmanifestation></avcreation> 

Title <avcreation><title><text> Kejserinde Dagmars Ankomst til Helsingør</text><titlerelationship>original 
title</titlerelationship></title></avcreation> 

Title Language <avcreation> <title><language>de</language> <titlerelationship>original title</ titlerelationship ></ 
title></avcreation > 

Other titles <avcreation><title><text> Enkekejserinde Dagmars Ankomst til Helsingør</text><titlerelationship>other 
title</titlerelationship> 
</title></avcreation> 
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Genre <avcreation><keywords type=”genre”> <term> Documentary</term></keywords></avcreation > 

Country <avcreation> <countryofreference> Denmark</ countryofreference> </avcreation>  

Year <avcreation> <productionyear> 1900/00/00 </ productionyear > </avcreation> 

Runtime <avcreation> <avmanifestation> <duration>41 sec</duration></avmanifestation> </avcreation> 

Description <avcreation<description> Maria Feodorovna (1847-1928), born Dagmar, daughter of King Christian IX was in 
1866 married to Alexander III (1845-1894), Czar of Russia (1881-1894). The couple often visited Denmark, 
where the czar found a safe harbour away from the unstable Russia.</description></avcreation> OR 
<avcreation<description type=”Synopsis” > Maria Feodorovna (1847-1928), born Dagmar, daughter of King 
Christian IX was in 1866 married to Alexander III (1845-1894), Czar of Russia (1881-1894). The couple often 
visited Denmark, where the czar found a safe harbour away from the unstable 
Russia.</description></avcreation> 

Keywords <avcreation> <keywords lang=”eng”><term>King</term> <term> Helsingør</term><term> Square </term> 
 </keywords></avcreation> 

Collection <avcreation> <collection><title >Peter Elfelt Collection</title><collection></avcreation> 

Provider <avcreation> <avmanifestation><item><provider>DFI</provider></item></avmanifestation></avcreation> 

Rights <avcreation> <avmanifestation><rightsholder>Det Danske Filminstitut</rightsholder> 
</avmanifestation></avcreation> 

Director <avcreation> <relagent  type=”director”> Peter Elfelt</relagent></avcreation> 

Production Company <avcreation> <relagent  type=”production company”> Peter Elfelt </relagent></avcreation> 

Related Persons (lists those 
persons, which have a 
connection to the object and of 
which also other material is 
available in EFG) 

<avcreation> <relagent  type=”cast”> Maria Feodorovna </relagent></avcreation> 

Related Films <avcreation> <relavcreation> none </relavcreation></avcreation> 

Colour <avcreation> <avmanifestation><format><colour>black & 
white</colour></format></avmanifestation></avcreation> 

Sound <avcreation> <avmanifestation><format><sound hassound=”false”>mute</sound></format> 
</avmanifestation></avcreation> 

Language <avcreation><avmanifestation><language>da</language></avmanifestation></avcreation> 

 



 10 

 
 
7 Sound [Entities: NonAVCreation, NonAVManifestatio n] 
 
Metadata describing sound files are displayed on the detailed result page in the web portal.  
 

Displayed Object  EFG XML Example  

Thumbnail of the item  
 

<nonavcreation><nonavmanifestation><item><isshownby> 
http://www.ena.lu/statement_winston_churchill_london_1945-2-5844</isshownby></item> 
</nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

Link to the item embedded in 
its full informational context on 
the content provider’s website. 

<nonavcreation><nonavmanifestation><item><isshownat> 
http://www.ena.lu/statement_winston_churchill_london_1945-2-5844</isshownat></item> 
</nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

Title <nonavcreation><title> <text> Statement by Winston Churchill (London, 7 May 1945) 
</text><titlerelationship>original title</ titlerelationship > 
</ title></nonavcreation> 

Date <nonavcreation> <datecreated> 1945/05/09</datecreated></nonavcreation> 

Description <nonavcreation> <description> During the night of 7 to 8 May 1945 in Reims, Admiral Karl Doenitz, who 
succeeded Adolf Hitler at the head of the Reich, and General Gustav Jodl, Chief of Staff of the Wehrmacht, sign 
the unconditional surrender of the Nazi troops. The following day, the British Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, 
triumphantly announces the news on British radio.</description></nonavcreation> 

Keywords <nonavcreation> <keywords lang=”eng”><term>war</term><term>Reims </term></keywords></nonavcreation>  

Collection <nonavcreation> <collection><title >unspecified</title><collection></nonavcreation> 

Provider <nonavcreation> 
<nonavmanifestation><item><provider>CVCE</provider></item></nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

Rights <nonavcreation> <nonavmanifestation><rightsholder>CVCE</rightsholder> 
</nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

Related Person(s) <avcreation> <relagent  type=”unspecified”> none</relagent></avcreation> 

Related Film(s) <avcreation> <relavcreation> none </relavcreation></avcreation> 

Document type <nonavcreation><nonavmanifestation> 
<specifictype>speech</specifictype></nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 
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Language <nonavcreation><nonavmanifestation><language>en</ language></nonavmanifestation></nonavcreation> 

 
 
8 Source Identifiers 
 
Source Identifiers occurring in the content providers´ local databases can have several functions in the federated EFG database. They can be 

used by the content provider to connect records from one XML export with records from another one. In this case they function as key pairs, i.e. as 

primary key and foreign key. Each entity of the EFG metadata schema has an element to which source identifiers can be mapped. Besides 

connecting authority metadata with object metadata they also function to keep track of a record’s provenience. This is highly relevant when it 

comes to the consolidation of several source records into one common registry of EFG authority files. Moreover, archives can manage other types 

of identifiers, e.g. identifiers that direct to terms from a controlled vocabulary which is used within the archive. Transferring this information to EFG 

also enriches the federated database.  

 
The following IDs should be delivered in your exports if possible:  
 

�� Local ID for non-audiovisual object (NonAVMenanifestation.RecordSource.SourceID) 

�� Local ID for audiovisual object (AVMenanifestation.RecordSource.SourceID) 

�� Local ID of the Person (Agent.Person.RecordSource.SourceID) 

�� Local ID of the Corporate Body (Agent.Corporation.RecordSource.SourceID) 

�� Local ID of the Person Group (Agent.Group.RecordSource.SourceID) 

�� Local ID of the Film Work (AVCreation.RecordSource.SourceID) 

�� Local ID of the Image/Text/Sound Work (NonAVCreation.RecordSource.SourceID) 

�� IDs for the keywords describing a Film Work (Identifier for the controlled vocabulary and the identifier of the term within the vocabulary) 

(AVCreation.Keywords.Term.ID) 

�� ID for the keyword describing an Image/Text/Sound Work (Identifier for the controlled vocabulary and the identifier of the term within the 

vocabulary) (NonAVCreation.Keywords.Term.ID) 

�� ID of a Film Work´s description (either institutional name or URI from an online catalogue) (AVCreation.Description.Source) 

�� ID of a description for an Image/Text/Sound Work (NonAVCreation.Description.Source) 

 



 12 

8 ANNEX 
Wireframe 1:  Person page Peter Lorre (assumption: no items for texts and sounds) 
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Wireframe 2: Film page "M" (assumption: no items fo r sounds) 
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Wireframe 3: Detail page for Peter Lorre (item type : image) 
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Wireframe 4: Detail page for Brigitte Bardot (item type: video) 
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Wireframe 5: Object as viewed via the Item.ShownBy link 
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Wireframe 6: Object as viewed via the Item.ShownAt link  
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